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About the Authors 
 
With combined detecting experience of over 75 years authors Mr. Tim D. 
Chapman and Mr. Dean Chapman have extensive experience and 
information on the subject.  
 
This Book “Metal detecting competition hunts”  and “The true fundamentals 
of metal detecting”  covers detecting from the fundamentals to advanced 
techniques. Both Dean and Tim have experienced the evolution for the very 
simple Beat Frequency Oscillator (BFO) and Transmitter/Receiver (TR) 
Detectors to the latest Multi-Frequency Very Low Frequency (VLF) and 
pulse Induction (PI) units. 
 
Tim is master storyteller and his application stories come to life and help 
you remember the techniques. Beginning at age 5 (1968) Tim is seen in 
home movies detecting along side his Dad with a BFO machine.  
 
Dean is very well known in the detecting community, being involved in 
detecting really from its inception in the late 50’s and early 60’s. Dean is an 
Electronics Guru and home built all his early detectors. Many of the 
detectors you see today have evolved from Dean’s early designs. Dean also 
has a real knack for finding gold nuggets in areas that are supposedly 
cleaned out. Keep an eye out for our next E books “The fundamentals of 
Nugget hunting”  and “Advanced metal detecting”    
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My Dad and myself at a recent hunt 
 

Detecting Hunts are great fun 
 
Detecting Hunts are great fun, you meet lots of great people and you 
might even win some nice prizes. This E-book will teach you how to do just 
that, win (or at least do a lot better). Detecting in a competition hunt is quite 
different from the casual hunt at the beach or park. Time and efficiency 
become the greatest factors.  
 
This E-Book will cover all the various aspects of competition hunts 
including the so-called secrets of the guys that always seem to be at the top. 
I can’ t guarantee that you will win or end up in the top 5%. But, I can 
guarantee that you will know how.  
 
The book will follow a somewhat chronological order starting with 
preparation and going through to each stage of the event.  
 
The one thing any book cannot do is give you is experience. The only way to 
gain experience is through experience. You must get out and hunt. 
 
I also suggest going over this book at least a couple times and then again as 
the hunt day approaches.   
 
The techniques outlined are not really secrets per se. They are a series of 
required actions that are necessary in order to win. My Dad taught me in the 
early days and through my own experience and adapting to the new 
detectors honed my skills even further. Needless to say, many of the top 
hunters will not be extremely happy about revealing these 
techniques/secrets.     
 
Before we get started, this book is written for the experienced hunter and 
takes for granted the reader is very familiar with detecting. You must have 
the basics well under you belt in order to do well in any hunt.   

 
Know your  machine 
 
It is absolutely imperative that you know your machine. This point cannot be 
overstated. Each type of machine has different characteristics in function, 
operation, depth and pinpointing.  
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This point is made first, because the rest of the book hinges on the use of 
your detector and the only way to know your machine is to use it. The 
operation of your machine should be completely  
second nature. If your experience is not to this point, you need to get out and 
use your machine.  
 
If you are newer to detecting, I suggest our first E-book entitled “The true 
fundamentals of Detecting” .  The first book can be purchased at 
http://stores.ebay.com/Mr-customerservice.    
 

Preparation and Inspection 
 
The greatest physical failure point of the detector is with the batteries and 
their connections. Prior to the hunt, ensure all the connections are very 
secure. The Hunt will put unusual stress on your machine and on all the 
contact points.  
 

Batter ies 
 
Unless your machine is designed to run specifically on rechargeable 
batteries, you need to use fresh alkaline batteries for the hunt. The reason 
being, the rechargeable Ni Cad and Nickel Metal Hydride batteries only 
have a maximum of 1.25 volts per cell and the Alkaline have 1.5 volts. The 
greater voltage of the alkaline battery set will equate to greater performance 
in depth and quicker response. It you machine uses a specific rechargeable 
pack; ensure you have an extra and that both packs are fully charged.  
 

Physical Inspection 
 
You need to make a very thorough inspection of your machine. The weakest 
physical link on most machines is at the connection between the rod and the 
loop. This so-called clevis area is usually made of hard molded plastic and 
can wear and crack. If you suspect a potential failure in this area, purchase 
and install a new clevis joint. I have witnessed many a hunter, run off the 
field to attempt a quick fix or even continue hunting by just dragging the 
loop by the wire (in a true competition hunt you cannot leave the field). You 
also want to ensure all the rod connections are tight. If you are an avid 
hunter, the rod connection holes become elongated and oblong from the 
thousands of swings. An easy fix is to drill a new hole with a close tolerance 
to the holding screw.  
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This image shows a fix on my main machine. The front 
holes became elongated and clunked with each swing. 

So I  dr illed a tight tolerance hole just behind the 
or iginal to remedy the problem.  

 
Loop and cable 
 
The cable wrap may not seem like a big deal, but believe me it is. The cable 
from the box to the loop must be wrapped around the rod to be completely 
secure (not tight, just secure). During the hunt, you will be swinging the loop 
much faster than casual hunting and if the cable is loose it may cause false 
signals.  
 
The cable has metal inside and your machine is most likely a motion 
detector, therefore if the cable moves at the end of your swing, it will give a 
false signal. If your cable is not already wrapped nice and cleanly, take a few 
minutes and wrap it nice and clean. Most of the cables have a memory and if 
you wrap it tightly then let it loose it makes a nice conforming fit. Velcro 
straps work very well to secure the cable on both ends. Make sure the cable 
connection going into the box and into the loop is secure without exerting 
any undue stress to the connection. Excessive tension on these points will 
eventually cause a cable failure and intermittent operation.   
 
For most coin machines, a good wrap as shown below is sufficient to 
eliminate the potential for false signals. But, if you have a machine  
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specifically designed to find gold nuggets. The cable MUST be wrapped and 
completely secured for zero movement. The nugget machines are extremely 
sensitive and will pick up any movement of the cable.   
 

 
 

A nicely wrapped cable with Velcro holders at each end 
 

Five aspects of the competition hunt  
 
There are five specific actions to the competition hunt that are repeated over 
and over. Since competition hunts are greatly dependent on efficiency and 
time, whenever you can save time or even eliminate one of the five actions, 
you are doing well.  
 
The actions are: 
 
1. Locating the target  
2. Pinpointing 
3. Digging or uncovering 
4. Picking up the target 
5. Deposit in your pouch 
 
These actions are noted here as the rest of the book points toward saving 
time and becoming more efficient in each of the five actions.   
 

At the Hunt site 
 
Now days, most of the clubs use the same field for all the hunts and often 
have a free hunt to clean out the field of trash for the rest of the hunts. This 
free hunt is where you will gain info on how to hunt the rest of the hunts.  
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When hunting this free hunt or the first hunt, take note of the easy and  
 

difficult hunting areas as well as the trashy areas of the field. The easy 
ground will be the area with loose topsoil and few obstacles like rocks, tall 
grass, and ruts. All these various areas of the field will work into your hunt 
strategy.  
 
In the early days of hunts (early 1970’s) it was always a big deal not to see 
the field being planted. Now, it seems the field is often right next to the 
dealer areas and you can see the field being planted. Now this is not 
something you seek out, but if everyone can see the field being planted, you 
might as well take note. You are not looking where the targets are, but HOW 
they are being planted.     
 
You will see some of the planters are just throwing the targets and leaving 
them where they fall, other let the targets fall on the ground one at a time 
and cover them with their foot. While others are harshly throwing them into 
the sandy areas and still others use a shovel or horizontal spade/pick. Well, 
the easiest area will be first planter as the targets will be right on the surface. 
The next will be the planter that just lets the targets fall, as they will be just 
under the surface. The third will be the planter that is throwing them, as they 
will be on edge but not too deep and the most difficult will be the persons 
using the shovel or horizontal shovel pick as these targets will be deep and 
on edge.  
 
On a side note, it seems the last guy using a digging tool very often buries 
the special tokens. Knowing this, the tokens are very often deeper than the 
standard targets and on edge as well.    
 
When you start the hunt, you need to be in the easiest section of ground 
and/or planting style and then progress to the harder sections. The easiest 
sections will clean out first while the harder sections will still have targets 
till late in the event.  
 

Digging tools 
 
Your digging tool will often depend on the type of ground and the style of 
the planters. The very best is to just use your hand and no tool at all. But, 
unless the coins are right under the surface in loose soil, this is not possible. 
I use and feel the most efficient method is a multiple finger scratcher with a 
wrist loop. The wrist loop is imperative as it allows you to scratch till you 
see the target, then let go of the digger and use your hand to very quickly 
pick up the target.  
 

Pg. 7 



There are even scratchers that are designed specifically for competition 
hunts that have lots of fingers. Since any type of sifting tool is illegal in most 
hunts (except sand), this system is about as close to a sifter without sifting. 
Small shovels are really just too slow to be competitive. 

 
 

 
 

This image shows my scratcher  wr ist loop ready to pick 
up the target 
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The scratcher  is nothing special but can make all the 
difference. I t is an absolute must to have a close fitting 

wr ist strap.  
 
It the late 1960’s I started and learned on a BFO (Beat Frequency Oscillator) 
detector built by the co-author of these books my dad Mr. Dean Chapman. 
His early detectors had a round copper tubing loop. The loop allowed the 
user to actually dig and uncover the target with the loop. Those early 
experiences have stayed with me and if the targets are shallow and high in 
number, the smaller Gold foot style loop has an advantage. I rub it on the 
ground and actually dig and pinpoint at the same time with the loop.  
 

 
 

 
 

These images show my favor ite hunt and park loop. 
Luckily, adding an extra layer  of plastic is relatively 

easy.  
 

If your loop has a loop cover option, I highly recommend it.  
 
Another technique to gain an advantage is to bring two loops with you for 
the hunt. You will use small loop for the beginning of the hunt and the big 
one for the end of the hunt. The advantage of the small loop is faster 
pinpointing and speed. The advantage of the large loop is greater area 
coverage.  
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Depending on the size of the field and depth of the targets, I will often bring 
the second loop. Also if one has a malfunction, you will have a spare ready 
as well.   
 

Hunt preparation 
 
Prior to each hunt, I have a kind of ritual for getting ready and making sure 
everything is in order. If you hunt a lot, you probably already have a ritual of 
getting ready. I suggest you modify it for hunts.  
 
I first put on my headset, which is modified with a lightweight coiled cord 
and a clip that clips to my shirt to keep the weight of the cable from pulling 
on the headset. This way if it does get pulled, the cable pulls on my shirt and 
not on the headset. I put the headset cable down the center of my back so it 
is out of view and doesn’ t swing. I then put on my pouch and belt combo, 
making sure the headset cable is under the belt and to the right side. I ensure 
the headset cable is at the correct length so I can extend my arm fully 
without it pulling the plug out of my machine. I then put on the wrist strap of 
my scratcher and the plug the headset into the machine. I then re-ground 
balance. I also check to ensure my detector is operating correctly and that 
the target coins are not notched out in the notch discrimination system. I 
then take a few quick swings over some planted targets and quickly recover 
them. Then, I know I am ready to go.  
 
Headsets are now mandatory in about 99% of the hunts (except the kids 
hunt). Make sure you have a nice comfortable headset that is not likely to 
fall off when you take off running.  
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This image shows the “ Hat keeper”  that attaches to the 
back of my shir t and to the headset cord.  

 
Whenever we get to a hunt. We always hide several coins in the camp area 
and practice going through the five steps as quickly as possible. If anything 
needs to be adjusted, that is the time to find out.   
 
This may seem a little much, but if you are serious about doing well. 
Everything has to be right.   
 

Hunt Instructions 
 
Prior to each hunt, the person in charge will announce several instructions. 
Make sure you are there and listen closely. The person will give you 
valuable instructions on what you are looking for, the depth and any special 
targets. It seems this is often a time of controlled confusion as everyone is 
gathered around and talking loud with their headsets on or adjusting their 
machines. Make sure to avoid the confusion, move in close to the speaker 
and listen to what he/she has to say. They know how the field is planted, 
your targets and any special instructions. If you listen very carefully, 
sometimes you can listen (read) between the lines for some very useful 
information.   
 

Computer  controlled detectors 
 
Many of the detectors on the market are computer controlled. In essence, it 
means when the detector passes over a target it sends a signature back to the 
detector. This signature is processed and reads on the detector screen. If your 
detector has the tone ID (Identification) feature, you will hear the specific 
sound for that target as well. This tone and viewable ID system is extremely 
advantages in hunts. If the tokens are different from the standard target, you 
can listen for (tone ID) or set your detector to only pick up the more valuable 
targets first.   
 

Night hunt story 
 
A good friend and I were at a weekend hunt and one of the contests was a 
partner night hunt where one person has the detector and could not pick up 
the target. The other person had a flashlight and could only pick-up the 
target. Then after five minutes they would blow a whistle and you had to 
switch with your partner. Well, we both used the same type of detector so 
that was in our favor.  
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They explained at the beginning of the hunt, that the clad coins were ours to 
keep and the tokens were these large brass washers with a number stamped 
on it. They had a sample and our detector registered it as a ½ dollar 
signature. At that point my friend and I looked at each other and without 
saying a word, we knew what we were going to do. His machine was one 
year newer than mine and had the Tone ID feature. So, we didn’ t notch out 
the other targets, we just ran as fast as we could and stopped at the very high 
pitched ½ dollar sound. About half way into the hunt we started picking up 
the quarters too. Well, we ended up with 22 tokens and most of the people 
only found about two or three. They were a little upset with us, but we just 
used a fair advantage to the fullest.  
 
If you run into a hunt where the tokens are identifiable, use your tone ID to 
find the tokens and leave the other targets until the token targets have run 
out.   
  
Star t Position and Hunt strategy 
 
This is an area where there seems to be quite a bit of discussion between the 
top hunters and all have valid arguments. There is no guaranteed best place 
to start. You have to weigh all the information you have and pick your spot. 
 
When hunting in competition, you can be the very best hunter and have the 
very best machine, but luck and chance still play a role. The goal of this 
book is to make the luck percentage of winning as small as possible. 
 
As we spoke of earlier about the type of ground and the planters should 
already give you a very good idea of where you want to start. But, if the area 
you have chosen has the most people including other top hunters, it would 
be wise to move to your second or third choice. Very often the furthest end 
of the field has the least amount of hunters.  
 
Hopefully this is also an easy recovery and/or planted area. But, again very 
often you will find another top hunter there as well. A top hunter is equal to 
2-5 average hunters. It is best not to compete in the same area, but again, 
you have to weigh all your options.  
 
Some guys like to start the hunt facing the sun as you can often see the 
targets on the surface reflecting back at you and it is easier to see evidence 
of where the targets are.  If the temperature is very hot, it is generally better 
to start with your back to the sun. But the problem is you are casting a hard 
shadow on your hunt area.  
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This image shows the hunt in progress. I  am in the far  
left all by myself.  

 
Once you choose your start position, take a very good look around. Note 
where the majority of hunters are and where the top hunters are as well.   
 

 
 

This par ticular  group was forced to line up on one side 
of the field. In this case, I  would run a third of the way 
into the field and hunt all the virgin ter r itory toward 

the other  side. 
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Hunt strategy 
 
Only the top hunters actually have a hunt strategy. They have a plan on how 
and where they are going to hunt. The final goal is of course to end up with 
the most targets. But in order to get there, you have to hunt virgin territory 
for as long as possible.  
 

Use your  eyes 
 
If you can see the target on top of the ground, you have just eliminated the 
first three actions of “Locating the target” , “Pinpointing the target”  and 
“Digging” . 
 
There is no rule that you have to find the target with your detector. If you 
can see the targets or see where the targets are buried. By all means, go for it 
and use the advantage to the fullest.  
 
I have been in many hunts where it was pretty obvious where the targets 
were buried. In this case, just swing your detector over the area and confirm 
your suspicion.  
 
This “Using your eyes”  technique cannot be over emphasized. Always look 
ahead for high probability target locations.  
 
When you are casually hunting the park or beach, we all have a tendency to 
watch the loop. In a hunt, the only time you are looking at your loop is when 
you have located a target and are pinpointing. Always look ahead for 
possible targets.   
 

Ike Str ike hunt story      
 
 For several years we traveled up to Pleasanton (central) California for the 
annual California Searchers hunt. This hunt became known as the best of the 
best because of the great prizes and excellent hospitality. One of the many 
hunts was called the “ Ike Strike” . The only targets in the field were the very 
large Eisenhower (IKE) $1.00 or so-called Silver dollar coins. The pre-
registration entry was only $15.00 for the hunt.  
 
The hunt field was in this huge all dirt fair grounds parking lot with the tire 
tracks down each row being very hard packed dirt making is extremely 
difficult to hide the large Ike dollar coins. But there were patches of grass 
here and there. Looking at the field, the coins had to be hidden under those 
patches of grass.  
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I was using my Whites Eagle II SL with a Bigfoot loop. When the start time 
came, I literally ran as fast as I could just holding my detector over the 
patches of grass as I ran by. Sure enough the giant coins were there. In this 
case the coins were so big, there was never an issue of missing a target. 
Since I was at a full run only stopping to extract the coin, I had loads of 
virgin territory. The average per hunter find was about 13 coins. I ended up 
with 52 targets.   
 
You can use this same tactic when hunting a new field. If you can see or at 
least have a good idea where the targets are hidden from the evidence in the 
dirt, just swing your detector over the suspected areas and confirm the target 
is there. Forget about the other areas until later in the hunt.  
 
I say this again because the hunting with your eyes technique cannot be 
overstated. You must hunt with your eyes continually. The first 10 minutes 
or so will be to seek out the easy targets. Toward the middle and end of the 
hunt to seek out the areas where other hunters have possibly missed targets.  
 

Tr ick hiding places  
 
You also need to keep an eye out for trick hiding places. You will often find 
targets under (or in) a piece of trash like a smashed can, bottle cap or any 
piece of trash metal. The trash metal will most likely cause your machine to 
discriminate the bad target, leaving the good target for the smart hunter. You 
can also look under rocks or anything else that might be covering the target. 
I once was in a hunt where I found targets in a fence post up off the ground.     
 

Put yourself in the planters shoes 
 
You should also try to put yourself in the shoes of the planter.  
 
I was attending a summer time hunt and it was blazing hot. It so happened 
the hunt field had one big giant tree right in the middle of the field. Well, the 
planters were also hot and had a great tendency to plant a high percentage of 
targets under the shade of this giant tree. This won’ t happen if the field is set 
on a grid. But it is something to think about.   
 
The planters usually want to plant quickly and easily. Look for the easy 
areas to plant the targets.  
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Here in California, there are often gophers in the big fields and they push out 
fairly large mounds of very soft dirt. There are always targets and often 
tokens in the gopher mounds. Whatever your area, try to think like the 
person planting the targets. 
 

 
 

This image shows the planters pr ior  to the hunt 
 

Extracting the target 
 
Your technique for quickly extracting the target is very important. 
Competing in hunts is all about time and hunting as efficiently as possible.  
 
I see a lot of people during the hunt taking way too much time to pinpoint 
and extract the target. They go down on one knee and set their detector 
down. If you are hunting a park with all the time in the world this is fine, but 
there is no time for putting your knee on the ground in a hunt. In fact, if you 
see someone on one knee early in the hunt, you can be sure there are lots of 
targets around that hunter.  
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This pinpointing/digging technique is a big no no.  
 

Common hunt cour tesy 
 
You can hunt anywhere in the field as fast as you want, but there is an 
unwritten rule about being courteous. Do not cut directly in front of another 
hunter and take his space, or try to walk directly in another hunter’s line. 
You will very often know when you are too close as the detectors often 
“Talk to each other”  electronically. If you are getting interference, move 
away quickly as your detector is no longer operating effectively.  
 
If you see the person with one knee down taking too long to find a target, go 
ahead and hunt close. But, not too close and do not be rude or act boastful 
about finding targets quickly around him. The hunts are to be fun but not to 
the detriment of those around you or your reputation as a courteous top 
hunter.    
 

Technique 
 
You need to develop your own technique to quickly extract the target. I use a 
kind of three-point bend system. Once I locate a target, I quickly pinpoint, 
space my feet fairly wide apart and put my detector out in front, and with 
knees slightly bent, bend over and grab the target. Nearly all the top hunters 
use this or a similar stance.   
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This is a common three-point stance using the detector  
as a balance point. The most popular  technique for  

quickly extracting the target.  
 

This extracting technique is something you need to practice and develop 
prior to the hunt day. You should find some similar ground (to the upcoming 
hunt) and set up your own little hunt and practice hunting and extracting the 
targets as quickly as possible.  
 
As I mentioned previously, whenever we get to a hunt, we always set our 
own little hunt area at the campsite usually about 10’  x 10’  area to practice 
and check our detectors. 
 
If you are working in a smaller hunt field with other competitors nearby you 
can use your detector to save some virgin space by putting it out in front of 
you while you are extracting a target. If you hear a target out in front of you, 
just set your machine on top of that target while digging your existing target.  
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Also, always, always, always check your hole and the surrounding areas two 
or three times before moving on. Very often there will be multiple targets in 
the same hole or surrounding area. This is especially true for the gopher hole 
mounds and easy to plant areas of soft dirt. 
 
When you are sure there are no more targets, you need to very quickly cover 
the hole. Some hunts are very strict about this.    
 

Your  coin pouch   
 
Once you extract your target, you need someplace to put it. This may seem 
like a small issue but it is quite important. I suggest you use a good tool belt 
type pouch and wear it in the same place every time you hunt weather casual 
hunting or at the hunt site. I have modified my pouch with a short length of 
heavy nickel wire to keep the opening wide. I have also put a couple small 
screws through the belt and pouch so everything stays in the same position.  
 
The only pouches I do not recommend for a hunt is the giveaway aprons 
from the detector manufactures. They are fine for casual hunting but all too 
often when you are frantically picking up coins, there is a possibility to put 
the coin just above and behind the opening of the pouch and it falls right 
back to the ground as you move to the next target. I see this happen over and 
over. These canvas pouches also do not stay open and can get heavy with 
coins toward the end of the hunt. They also cannot be worn effectively on 
your side.  
 
If you are a serious hunter, you need to have a good pouch.  
 
There are those who choose to put the pouch on their ankle. I don’ t care for 
it myself. It seems too much hassle for the very small amount of time you 
are saving.  
 
You need to wear your belt in the same way every time you hunt. The reason 
being, during the hunt, you do need to look at the target or watch it go into 
your pouch. These actions are wasting valuable time.  
 
In any case, just make sure you have a good pouch that stays open. 
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I t doesn’ t have to be fancy. I t just has to stay open. This 
is my pouch with a length on nickel wire inside the top 

seam holding the entry fully open.   
 

If you are in a true competition, when the hunt is over, check your pouch 
three or four times for the targets hiding in the corners. It has happened to 
almost every hunter. You turn in your coins and when you get back to your 
camp you find one or two more targets in the deep corners of your pouch. 
Also if there is a possibility that you put some targets in your pockets, make 
sure to check there as well. This major mistake usually only happens once, 
especially if it would have made a difference in your first through third 
standings.        
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Hunt Pattern  
 
Once you have chosen your starting point you need to look around, take in 
all the variable factors and make a plan. There are lots of theories of how to 
work the field.  
 
Your first goal should be to work virgin territory for as long as possible. 
Sometimes this means running out a third of the way into the field, and hunt 
until the other hunters come close then hunt down the center. Sometimes it 
means starting in the far corner all by yourself (hopefully). 
 
If the field is small and/or there are a lot of hunters, be careful about hunting 
the corners first. You may limit your clear hunt area.   
 
You should plan your hunt and hunt your plan. Of course taking into 
consideration all the variables as the hunt progresses.   
 
While you are hunting, you need to have awareness toward the other hunters 
and where you are planning to go next. Also, keep you eyes open to the 
position of the other top hunters. If possible, don’ t compete with them or go 
in the area they just hunted. 
 
If the initial frenzy in your area has dried out, you need to look around the 
field and look at the other hunters. If they are bent over quickly picking up 
coins, they are most likely still in a very good area. 
 
But, you need to be very careful not to fall into the “Grass is greener”  
syndrome. If you are still finding coins in your area, stay there. The grass 
may seem greener but a target in hand is worth two in the bush. 
 
One of the best areas to hunt after the initial frenzy is over is along the start 
line. There always seems to be a good percentage of targets in that area. The 
reason being, as the planters hit the line they plant targets, then they turn 
around and plant more targets. Also, since many hunters take off running 
(including myself), it stays somewhat virgin. You can also hunt about six to 
eight feet out from the start line. If someone already hunted the start line this 
section may still be good.  
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This image shows the star t of a hunt and everyone 
moving off the star t 

 
Once the initial action slows and the coins start getting scarce, extend your 
detectors rod to the fullest length or the longest you can handle to cover 
more area. 
 
Many of the detector manufactures have a so-called tall man’s rod. This 
extended rod will give you much more coverage. If you couple it with a with 
a Big foot style loop your hunt area nearly triples. This extended rod method 
will give the hunter a huge advantage in the latter part of the hunt.  
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This image shows myself with an extended tall mans rod 
attachment. 

 
The arrows pointing to the rod shows extension length. Swinging the longer 
rod takes a little more effort, but the coverage with the Bigfoot loop and the 
tall rod is over three times that of a standard eight-inch coil with a standard 
length rod. Note the distance between my foot and the 18”  Bigfoot loop. 
This system has a huge advantage in the latter part of the hunt when you 
must cover lots of ground.    

 
Toward the end of the hunt, I always hunt the field diagonally because it 
seems nearly everyone else hunts parallel to the sides of the field. If you 
hunt parallel you are probably following in the exact footsteps of a previous 
hunter. So, hunt diagonally across the field and use your eyes to look for 
places where a target could be missed.    
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This image shows the gr id on the hunt field and a 
suggested diagonal hunt pattern.   

 
If the hunt is a true competition with the targets counting for score, you need 
to hunt till the end and never leave the field early. The final counts are 
almost always just a few coins apart. When the coins are getting scarce, I 
always tell myself “ just one more” , then after I find one, “ just one more”  and 
so on.    
 
Toward the end of the hunt, I suggest slowing down slightly, make sure your 
machines rod is extended as far as you can handle, swing as wide as you can 
and hunt for the greatest amount of area. Keep an eye out for, gopher holes, 
ruts, under tin cans, and rocks where other hunters may have missed a target.  
 
All other factors being equal, this is often where the true competition hunt is 
won or lost. The final count is often just a few targets between the top 
finishers. Therefore, you must continue working hard to find those last few 
coins.  
 
I want to end this section with this very important thought.  
 
In order to win, you have to truly want to win. Very often as in most 
sporting activities, the individual who wins, is the one who really wants it 
more.  
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I recently read a biography of Arnold Schwartzneiger. He noted that one of 
his early bodybuilding competitions he took second place. But he did not say 
he took second place in the whole world of Body Building. He said and told 
himself, that he lost. Second place was the first loser (famous saying of the 
US Navy Seals).  
 
This is the kind of drive that will help you win. Please don’ t get me wrong; 
detecting is not life and death. It is suppose to be fun. I just want to 
emphasize that you have to really want to win in order to win.  
 
I have been hunting for a long time and experience is on my side. I nearly 
always end up in the top 5% and often much better. Skill and experience can 
and will get you into the to top 5%.  But, there is definitely a factor of luck 
when you actually win.    
   

Competition hunt story 
 
Several years ago, I was in a true competition hunt where the hunt field was 
huge and the ground was hard meaning all the targets were just below the 
surface. I had also learned earlier by keeping my ears open, that there were 
lots of targets. So, I used my small gold foot loop. Also, this hunt was prior 
to having the grids on the field. I started at a front section of the field where 
there was just a couple of non-top hunters. The rest of the top hunters were 
scattered throughout this huge field. It turned out my section of the field was 
absolutely loaded with targets and nobody was there but me. Since it was 
hot, the hunt was only 30 minutes. I hunted the nearly virgin territory full 
steam for whole hunt period, recovering targets right to the end. Needless to 
say, I was very hot and sweating like crazy.   
 
Toward the end of the hunt, I pretty much knew I had won. The reason 
being, there was never a time when I wasn’ t recovering targets. Everything 
fell into place. I chose the correct area to start, I had the right machine with 
the right loop and nobody ever came to my corner of the field. My final 
count for 1st place was 172, 2nd place 124, 3rd place 121, 4th 119. My count 
was nearly 50 targets higher than the next competitor. I also won the club 
representative competition hunt that year as well.  
 
The other factors that play a part are:  
1. Physical ability 
2. Experience  
3. Your Machine. 
4. Small factor of Luck 
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Physical ability 
 
My dad (Co-author) is now 76 years old and still very active hunting. But, 
because of his age, he won’ t be winning any standard coin competition 
hunts. But, because he has over 40 years of experience, he still does very 
well.  
 
Dean still does exceptionally well in the gold nugget hunts. This type of hunt 
is much slower pace and the physical quickness is not as big a factor. The 
true nugget hunts have you looking for very small nuggets. Since there are 
very few targets (compared to a coin hunt) you need to hunt very smart, 
closely looking for evidence of a buried target.     
 

 
 

Dean at a recent hunt 
 

  

Exper ience 
 
As I mentioned earlier, the only way to gain experience is through 
experience. You have to get out and hunt to the point that using your 
machine is second nature.  
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As I noted earlier, this book will not go into the basics of hunting, as you 
should already have them well under your belt. But, because they are so 
common, here is something to be very aware of.  
 

 
 

What is wrong with this picture? 
 

In order to do well in hunts, you must hunt efficiently and effectively. These 
two in the above image are swinging their detectors like a pendulum instead 
of a flat sweep. They are only really hunting the small area directly in front 
of them.  
 
The correct technique is a flat swing keeping the loop close and parallel to 
the ground at all times. This improper swing and hunting with the loop too 
far off the ground are the most common mistakes made by the average 
hunter. Make sure you don’ t fall into this category.    
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This image shows myself with a correct flat swing 
 

As mentioned in the beginning of the book, I cannot guarantee you will end 
up in the top 5%, but I can guarantee you will know how to do it. The 
variable factor in this statement is experience. All the strategies listed in 
the book are true, but interpreting them and making the best and correct 
decisions often come from experience.  
 
Someone once said,  
 

“ Experience is what you get from bad judgment and 
good judgment is derived from Experience” .  
 
In a nutshell, this means that you must get out and hunt.    
 
So, do not be discouraged if you do not win your first competition. Keep 
your eyes and ears open and learn from each hunt. This book is a 
compilation of learning experiences between my Dad and myself of literally 
hundreds of hunts.  
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At the end of each hunt you should ask yourself two questions? First, what 
did I do right? And second, what would I have done differently? These 
questions are both positive and force you to quickly learn from your 
experiences.  
  

Your  machine 
 
The machine you use can and most often will make a difference in the 
outcome of the hunt.  
 

 
 

A few detectors after  the hunt  
 
If your competitors have a machine better suited to competition hunts or the 
particular terrain, they will have an advantage. My Dad and I both have 
several machines and we weigh all the variables and factors and choose the 
best detector for that particular hunt.     
 
Most detectors were not designed for competition hunts. But, some are much 
better suited than others.  
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First and most importantly is performance. Your machine must be able to 
perform perfectly during the very fast paced rigors of the hunt. It should 
have good depth being equal or nearly equal to all the other detectors.  

 
 

 
Secondly a good hunt detector needs to be well-balanced, lightweight and 
easy to swing.  
 
Until the late 80’s, the detector manufactures had yet to design a system that 
allowed the user an effortless and rapid swing. Of course, the electronics 
were not as responsive at that time either. Still, at the early hunts you would 
see extra arms and gadgets attached to the machines that allowed for a 
quicker swing. There were also a lot of chest and hip mount kits as the 
detectors and batteries needed were still very heavy.  
 
During the late 80’s and early 90’s human engineering and user-friendliness 
found its way to the detector manufactures. The early machines required all 
the movement to come from the users wrist, now the machines are nearly 
perfectly balanced and you have a mechanical advantage with leverage from 
your hand/wrist to forearm (in most machines). 
  
 

 
 

The SL model of the Whites detectors allows the user  to 
easily swing the detector  for  hours with very little effor t. 
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The other manufactures like this Tesoro have made the electronics so small 
that it is hardly noticeable. By the way, the absolute bottom of the line 
$189.00 Tesoro (shown in the next image) is amazingly well suited to hunts. 
I am not endorsing their machines, just noting the fact that it is extremely 
light, has good depth and is very easy to use.   

 
 

 

 
 

This machine only has one knob but is actually very 
well suited to hunts.  

 
Your machine must be up to par with the other hunters. Really, any of the 
newer machines from the main manufactures are very acceptable. The main 
manufactures are Fisher , Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro and Whites. There are 
others that produce good detectors, but make sure your do thorough research 
prior to your purchase.  
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The different manufactures do offer separate advantages. Here are a few of 
the advantages from the various manufactures.  
 

The Fisher  machines are very good straightforward machines with very 
good depth with many having a variable frequency control. This variable 
frequency allows one to work very close to another Fisher machine. They 
also have some computer-controlled machines that are doing quite well. The 
Fisher machine was the absolute favorite hunt machine for many years. 

 
 

 The downside is the standard models do not have notch discrimination, 
target ID or tone ID. The early machines like the 1235x are still very 
competitive and used by many of the top hunters.   
 
 
The Garrett machines have found their place primarily in relic hunting and 
not as popular at hunts. Although their latest small computer controlled 
machines look quite promising. I saw a few at the last hunt I attended.  
 
The Minelab machines are made in Australia and are quite good. But, 
overall they are quite heavy and very expensive. They are known for 
manufacturing some of the best Gold nugget machines. You see a few at the 
hunts.  
 
The Tesoro machines are known for being very small and very quick. You 
can swing the machine as fast as you can and still hear the target. This speed 
is something the computer-controlled machines have yet to achieve. Since 
they are so light they are very popular for hunts and you see them being used 
by some of the top hunters. They also have a “Bigfoot”  style loop available 
for some of their machines.   
 
The Whites Machines are one of the most electronically advanced 
machines available. They are completely computer controlled and the user 
adjustments are numerous (if you wish). Their latest machines also have 
exceptional depth. There is also the extremely popular aftermarket Bigfoot 
loop that doubles your search area. The downside is the upper models are 
quite expensive. Both my Dad and myself use the Whites machines for the 
majority of hunts. I use the older Eagle II SL and my Dad has the latest 
Spectrum DFX. Many of the top hunters use the Whites in conjunction with 
the Bigfoot.  
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The machines are forever improving and the above synopsis is just the tip of 
the iceberg for each of the manufactures. If you already have your machine, 
use that one for the hunt. But take note of what the other top hunters are 
using as well.  

 
Luck 
 
Luck is of course something that you have no control over. But from others 
looking in, they may say “That guy is so lucky” , he always seems to be in 
the top” . Well that part of luck you have control over. Because getting into 
the top 5 % it is not luck it is “ When preparedness meets opportunity”  
(quoted by the late Mr. Earl Nightingale). As stated previously, the only 
lucky part is when you do better than the 5 %.  
 

 
 

 
 

This image show myself earning second place in a 
recent competition event 

 
 
I want to close with the statement “ In order to win or at least do very well at 
hunts, you have to really want to win.”  There is no way around it.  
 
Hunts are great fun. Remember to have fun.  
 
Thanks again and happy hunting.  
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